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The timing of olive harvest is influenced 
by a combination of operational, 
environmental, and quality-related 
factors.



Grove Size: Larger groves require more 
time and coordination, often 
necessitating earlier planning.



Method of Harvest: Mechanical vs. 
manual harvesting affects speed and 
scheduling.



Harvest Capacity: Availability of labor, 
equipment, and processing facilities 
can limit or accelerate harvest timing.



Weather During Harvest Window: Rain, 
heat, or frost can delay or disrupt 
harvest plans.



Yield Expectations: Anticipated crop 
volume may influence when and how 
quickly harvesting begins.



Desired Flavour Profiles: Timing affects 
oil quality—early harvests yield greener, 
more pungent oils; later harvests 
produce softer, riper profiles.



Balancing these parameters is essential 
to optimize both yield and quality, 
requiring careful planning and 
responsive management.



EXTENSION GROWTH 
IN OLIVE PRODUCTION
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Extension growth in olive trees can 
be categorized into two fundamental 
types:

■Vigorous Growth
■Fruiting Growth



Vigorous Growth: 

Characterized by rapid vegetative 
expansion, often seen in younger trees or 
those with ample resources. This is 
desirable when rejuvenating or renewing 
the canopy of a mature tree. While 
essential for canopy development, 
excessive vigor can reduce fruiting potential 
if not properly managed.



Fruiting Growth:

This type supports flower and fruit 
development. Balanced fruiting growth 
is crucial for consistent yields and long-
term productivity.



Effective olive production hinges on 
understanding and managing these 
growth types. 

Tree spacing and expected tree-row 
volume are key indicators that guide 
the necessary tree architecture to 
optimize light interception, airflow, and 
ultimately, fruit yield.



To maintain and maximize production, 
growers must skillfully manage 
extension growth through:
• Pruning strategies tailored to growth type and 

tree age
• Nutrient and water management to balance 

vigor and fruiting
• Monitoring canopy density to avoid shading 

and disease pressure



Excellent management of extension 
growth ensures that the olive grove 
remains productive, sustainable, and 
responsive to seasonal and 
environmental variability.
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