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AOA Update
Australian Olive Association news and events

The “AOA Update” is a periodic e-newsletter from the AOA Board to keep AOA members
and the wider olive industry up-to-date with the strategic and operational aspects of the
Association. Feedback is encouraged via email to secretariat@australianolives.com.au.

President's Message
Dear Members,
 
The 2021 olive harvest is the largest harvest to date. While official numbers
are still to be finalised, EVOO production is estimated at 22 million litres with
table olive yields on par or better than previous seasons.
 
It is most encouraging to have record yields with excellent quality.
 
Congratulations to all members that have contributed to the record national
crop, with your own record harvests.
 

COVID-19 and its variants are still traumatising the world and currently sees our Victorian colleagues in a
difficult situation yet again. All our thoughts, hopes and prayers are with you for a positive resolution of
the current lockdown and life returning to some kind of normality as soon as possible.
 
AOA CEO Michael Southan has now been in the role for two months and has had to hit the ground
running, meeting with stakeholders including government and industry agencies.
 
Your directors have been working with Michael providing feedback on our industry Strategic Investment
Plan (SIP) to Horticulture Innovation Australia. The final version should be released sometime next
month.
 
Michael will provide in the CEO Update what is happening in the Biosecurity space, a summary of
discussions we have had with the Levies Taskforce and what is in store for the Olive National Conference
in Devonport during October. Prior to the conference the board will participate in a workshop to prepare
us to respond efficiently and effectively to an industry plant pest emergency, should one occur.
 
While we are all busy working towards getting our oils and olives ready for market, it is comforting to know
there has been a seamless transition from Greg to Michael.
 
The AIOA competition is our own industry’s premiere opportunity to test your products and recognise the
great results from the hard work you have done over many years. We look forward to many entries of
outstanding quality to further support the success of your business within our industry.
 
Again congratulations on the success of the 2021 olive harvest.
 
Kind Regards,
 
Mike Thomsett 

CEO's Message
I have been fortunate to join the AOA during a tremendous record harvest to
get an insight into the production potential of the Australian olive
industry. With many new plantings and older groves being rejuvenated
through pruning and increased management, I am confident we will see olive
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production increase even further over time.
 
As harvest winds down I am looking forward to meeting more of you and
hearing your perspectives on what the challenges are to our industry and the
strengths we can build on.
 
One of my initial activities has been to ensure that your levies are providing
the best return on your investment in the industry. Mike Thomsett and I met
with the government who were seeking input on how the levies legislation
framework can be improved to make it simpler and more efficient.

Olive levies are invested in R&D (managed by Horticulture Innovation Australia - HIA) and in biosecurity
preparedness (managed by Plant Health Australia - PHA). I have been meeting with both HIA and PHA to
ensure that levy funds are being effectively utilised in R&D, biosecurity and communications. This
includes ensuring the 5 year Olive Strategic Investment Plan (SIP) prepared by HIA reflects accurately
the industry situation and identifies priority areas for R&D investment and dealing with issues in
biosecurity such as fruit fly.

From July 1 we will be sending out member renewal notices so please keep an eye out for these. If you
know someone who is new to the industry or not a member, please encourage them to join. I am
continually amazed at the benefits and information provided to members by the AOA team – it rivals much
bigger industry associations I have been involved with! Also from July 1 Australian entries open for the
Australian International Olive Awards (AIOA).

Finally, the National Olive Conference & Trade Exhibition program speakers are nearly finalised, and I
encourage anyone who wants that “overseas” trip to travel to Devonport in October.

Michael Southan

AOA Activities and Initiatives

Australia-UK FTA Update
The AOA has made a submission to the Commonwealth Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT)
on the Australia-United Kingdom Free Trade Agreement (AU_UK FTA). 
 
The UK is Australia’s fifth-largest merchandise trading partner, with two-way goods trade worth $21.9
billion in 2020. Australia is aiming to secure the elimination of tariffs for all goods including olives and
olive oil and establish mechanisms that address non-tariff barriers to trade between Australia and the UK.
 
A copy of the AOA submission can be found here https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/aukfta-
submission-aoa.pdf

2021 AOA National Olive Conference & Trade Exhibition
Devonport, Tasmania,

Friday - Sunday, 15-17 October

Big Picture, Biosecurity, Table Olive Varietal Performance, Biennial Bearing in Olives and Pre- and Post-
Gate are the session themes for this year’s AOA National Olive Industry Conference & Trade Exhibition.

The packed program of plenary sessions aims to provide information and skills on a broad range of
topics, relevant to people at different stages and with varying business operations, with valuable practical

https://www.dfat.gov.au/sites/default/files/aukfta-submission-aoa.pdf


take-homes for all participants. The optional conference Field Day and AIOA Presentation Gala Dinner
will be held on the Friday with the conference dinner to take place on the Saturday. The conference will
end on Sunday with a look at the Olive National Map.

The conference will feature a range of leading olive industry suppliers and service providers. It will be an
opportune time to review your business needs and to learn all about the latest product innovations. Be
sure to make time to visit the booths on display. 

Registrations are now open. Click below for full program details and to register. 

Register

2021 Australian International Olive Awards
Entries Open 1 July

As with the 2020 competition, the 2021 AIOA will
proceed under a ‘distanced’ judging format where
oils will be appraised by expert panels across the
globe.

Apart from the opportunity to win a medal and
category Award which can maximise promotional
opportunities, a key benefit of entering the AIOA is

to have your oils expertly appraised and comprehensive feedback provided. 
 
The AIOA also provides producers and growers with the opportunity to have their oil tasted in line with
gaining EVOO status and eligibility for OliveCare® accreditation.

Entries open 1 July 2021.

OliveCare® Best Practice webinar series
This OliveCare® Best Practice webinar
series will be of interest and value to all olive
growers, processors and marketers of olive
products, whether current members of
the OliveCare® program or not. 

Presented by Peter McFarlane, BAgrSc.(Hons), DipEd: the
Australian Olive Association’s OliveCare® Code of Best
Practice Administrator, National table Olive Committee
Convener, National Biosecurity Representative and National
Agri-Chemical Permits Co-ordinator, consulting to the
Australian olive industry since 2008.

Cost: FREE

Format: 1 hour Zoom meeting - 30 minute presentation followed by a 30 minute interactive Q&A session,
providing plenty of opportunity for people to clarify particular queries or issues.

Registration: all attendees must register to gain access. A link to the session will be provided to
registrants upon registration.

Webinar 1: Grove Management Best Practice
15 June 2021, 12.30pm - 1.30pm AEST

Webinar 2: EVOO & Flavoured Olive Oil Production Best Practice
29 June 2021, 12.30pm - 1.30pm AEST

Webinar 2: Table Olives / Olive Paste Production Best Practice
13 July 2021, 12.30pm - 1.30pm AEST

https://nationaloliveconference.com.au/


Click here for more details and to register.

June 2021 Olivegrower & Processor out soon –
do you have a subscription?

The June 2021 edition of Olivegrower & Processor will be hitting
mailboxes in the next couple of weeks.

The Olivegrower & Processor covers all facets of the olive growing and
processing industry - it’s a cover-to-cover read to support your olive
business.

If you don’t have a subscription ($40/year for AOA members) or
have received a renewal notice, click here or contact Liz
secretariat@australianolives.com.au or 0478 606 145.
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